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JOHN  GILLESPIE  MURRAY  ("Uncle  John  Murray") 

Who  are  those  members  of  the  family  whose  presences  transcend  the  spatio- 
temporal  boundaries  of  the  worlds  in  which  they  lived  qua  physical  organ¬ 
isms?  Beyond  all  doubt,  John  Gillespie  Murray  is  one  such  member  of  the 
family.  On  more  than  one  occasion,  HLRP  has  remarked:  "Aunt  Nettie  and 
Aunt  Jennie  talked  about  Uncle  John  Murray  as  if  he  lived  next  door."  JGM 
did  not  live  next  door  to  Aunt  Jennie  and  Aunt  Nettie  (they  inherited  his 
house  at  35  River  Street  in  Carbondale,  however).  JGM  did  not  live  during 
the  life-times  of  Aunt  Nettie  and  Aunt  Jennie.  He  died  on  May  10,  1854, 
in  New  York  City,  and  was  buried,  on  May  12,  1854,  in  Greenwood  Cemetery 
in  Brooklyn,  NY.  On  June  28,  1980--over  126  years  after  the  death  of  JGM-- 
Donald  and  I  visited  that  cemetery.  We  were  not  able  to  locate  the  pre¬ 
cise  spot  therein  whereat  JGM  is  interred.  Subsequent  inquiries  at  the 
Greenwood  Cemetery  office  will,  in  all  probability,  result  in  our  being 
able  to  locate  that  precise  spot,  however.  The  fact  that  Donald  and  I 
were  not  able  to  locate  JGM's  grave  in  Greenwood  Cemetery  on  Saturday  does 
not,  by  any  means,  mean  that  John  Gillespie  Murray  is  any  less  present  for 
DWP  and  myself  than  if  we  had  located  his  grave  on  Saturday  (we  do  know 
that  he  is  buried  in  Greenwood  Cemetery,  we  have  yet  to  locate  the  exact 
site  of  his  grave),  for  the  very  particular  reason  that  Donald  and  I,  not 
unlike  Aunt  Jennie  and  Aunt  Nettie,  talk  about  Uncle  John  Murray  as  if  he 
lived  next  door.  Learning  the  precise  location  of  the  grave  of  John 
Gillespie  Murray  is,  it  appears,  more  of  an  archivistic  formality  than  it 
is  an  archivistic  necessity.  We  know,  at  present,  a  great  deal  about  John 
Gillespie  Murray.  Knowing  the  precise  location  of  his  grave  is  but  one 
additional  fact  that  can  be  recorded  about  the  man.  Is  it  not  possible, 
for  those  persons  whose  presences  do  not  transcend  the  spatiotemporal 
boundaries  of  the  worlds  in  which  they  lived  qua  physical  organisms, 
that  knowing  the  precise  locations  of  their  graves  is  of  a  different  order 
of  importance  than  knowing  the  precise  locations  of  the  graves  of  those 
persons  whose  presences  transcend  the  spatiotemporal  boundaries  of  the 
worlds  in  which  they,  qua  physical  organisms,  lived?  For  those  persons 
whose  presences  do  not  transcend  the  spatiotemporal  boundaries  of  the 
worlds  in  which  they  lived  qua  physical  organisms,  knowing  the  location 
of  their  graves  is  particularly  important  because  it  is  at  those  locations 
that  they  end,  as  it  were.  For  those  persons  whose  presences  do  transcend 
the  spatiotemporal  boundaries  of  the  worlds  in  which  they  lived  qua  physical 
organisms,  knowing  the  locations  of  their  graves  is  not  particularly  im¬ 
portant,  because  they  do  not  end,  as  it  were,  at  those  locations  (at  those 
spatial  coordinates).  JGM,  for  example,  did  not  end  at  Greenwood  Cemetery. 
Who  are  the  people  who  are  responsible  for  our  (DWP  and  me)  perspective  of 
JGM?  Aunt  Eleanor,  certainly.  HLRP,  certainly.  I  do  not  recall  ever 
having  heard  Aunt  Nettie  or  Aunt  Jennie  talk  about  Uncle  John  Murray,  as 
HLRP  clearly  does.  JGM  "stood  up  for"  his  half-sister,  Margaret  Gillespie 
Locke,  on  the  occasion  of  her  marriage  to  James  Russell.  JGM  was  a  Mason. 
JGM's  library  is  presently  in  the  library  at  the  Russell  Homestead.  Of 
what  importance  are  those  facts/artifacts  in  the  formation  of  our  perspec¬ 
tive  of  JGM?  They  are,  doubtless,  of  considerable  importance.  Aunt  Eleanor, 
Aunt  Nettie  and  Aunt  Jennie  doubtless  had  many  extended  conversations  about 
Uncle  John  Murray.  What  did  they  say  during  those  conversations?  Some 
of  those  conversations  doubtless  took  place  at  35  River  Street,  others  at 
14  Darte  Avenue.  Who  told  Ora  Loomis  Russell  that  JGM  "stood  up  for"  her 
mother-in-law  on  the  occasion  of  her  marriage?  When  did  OELR  write  down 
that  fact  in  her  birthday  book?  I  wonder  what  MGLR  said  to  her  children 
and  to  her  husband  about  her  half-brother,  John  Gillespie  Murray?  What? 
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